Welcome Speech

A very good morning to all respected members of  the monastic order, the Honorable Deans of Faculty, our fellow office staff, students, brothers and sisters in the Dharma.

First of all, let me on behalf of international Buddhist College, particularly The Office of Student Affairs extend my warmest welcome to all of you in joining the extended family here at The International Buddhist College. We are now entering our 8th Academic Year since becoming established in 2004.

So on this beautiful morning, by the Blessings of Triple Gem, all of us are gathered here in this hall to prepare and equip ourselves with the responsibility of accepting these new challenges in our lives.    The day to day dedication required in

reaching our goal takes commitment and determination and I welcome you all to take up that challenge in the long journey of learning.

We were supposed to have about 50 new students, including all level of BA, MA, and PhD Programs from about 10-11 countries to be gathered here for the commencement of the leaning year.  You here present today are the lucky few, as some of your co-students are still waiting on approval of their visas by the Royal Thai Embassy, and some through no fault of their own have been delayed in attending today and have missed the wonderful opportunity of being part of orientation.

We have travelled from various places all over the world (more than 20 countries including returning students and our teaching staff, i.e., Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Nepal, India, Bangladesh, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, United States, Australia, Belgium, Russia, Greece, Switzerland, Czech and so on), from various Buddhist traditions and diverse cultural background; therefore, it is a golden opportunity for us to learn from each other. Here we learn to share and care for each other, and to have respect for others' opinions even though they may not always reflect our own.

We may be from different Buddhist traditions, please remember that we all come from the same root -  as derived from the Lord Sakyamuni Buddha.

I still remember when I first met the Dalai Lama in the year 2004, we also met a few great teachers from the Theravada, Mahayana and Chinese traditions and we presented the IBC project to them. When they first listened to our proposal on the IBC project, almost all of them gave a similar response to us: They said, “Hmm… this is really a very good project and a very good idea to gather Buddhists consisting of various traditions and practices.. But…  you may face a lot of challenges.” To be frank, during that time, I could not really understand what they meant by the so-called “challenges”. But after a time of living, working and studying together I have come to appreciate what was meant by the term "Challenges."

Now that the world has evolved into the era of globalization, and the concept of the global village is not a new topic anymore, how do we as Buddhists equip ourselves to face this type of challenge and strive to preserve the pure Teaching of the Buddha. There is only one way to achieve this goal, and that is to come together, know each other well and seal the unity of all Buddhists, or as I like to call it stengthening the spirit of the Sangha.

Once again I would like to highlight one very important message in my si39,000mple welcoming speech to all of you. We must always be prepared to be trained to become an international Buddhist, an international monk or nun, and including international lay Buddhist.  IBC will not be going to "unicode" all of you here in every aspect of your life, you are free to preserve your own  tradition and practice well, but our attitude must be more accepting, we need to be more open-minded, and more understanding of each other’s differences. We should always learn from each other, accept one another and not blame each other. Cultivate the inner qualities of loving kindness, great compassion, patience and thankfulness.

As usual, The Office of Student Affairs has planned the New Student Orientation Program to welcome and to get all of you familiarised  with the environment and facilities of IBC, and to engage and get to know your fellow students. I would like to take this opportunity to express my deepest appreciation to all the working committee members of the New Student Orientation Program Academic Year 2011/2012.    Thank you

Because of the great efforts undertaken  by this committee in organizing the NSOP,  you will be more informed; this will assist you in your studies and the ability to appreciate our  community living here at IBC. Thank You

Finally, we hope all of you will enjoy, and find fulfilment in your studies, deepen your knowledge on Buddha Dharma, and strengthen your inner qualities of patience, tolerance, loving kindness and compassion through our IBC way of life.

Last but not least we thank our visionary founder the Most Venerable Founder of IBC, Venerable Wei Wu, who as the architect of IBC is responsible for us standing here today!

We would also like to acknowledge the team of pioneers who have paved the way for us in our mission- “For the Good of the Many”  Welcome aboard!!!

